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I n t roduct i on  
 

Pursuant to legislat ion enacted by the state of Nevada in October 1995, 
individuals who provide in terior  design services must be registered with 
the Nevada State Board of Architectu re, In terior  Design and Resident ial 
Design. 
 
For an applicat ion and details on the eligibil i ty requ irements for  
registrat ion, please contact : 
 
Nevada State Board of Architectu re, In ter ior  Design &  Residential Design 
2080 E. Flamingo Road, Su ite 120 
Las Vegas, NV 89119 
(702) 486-7300 
 
In teract ive applicat ions and registrat ion in format ion are avai lable on the 
board’s website at : www.nsbaidrd.state.nv.us.   
 
This document provides candidates with the appropr iate in format ion and 
sources that  wil l  enable them to prepare for  the Nevada Supplemental 
Examination for  Registered Inter ior  Designers. 
 
To effect ively use this document, review the eight  knowledge areas of the 
exam and each area’s respective performance cr iter ia.  Details of each 
knowledge area are provided, along with the object ives used in 
developing the test  quest ions. 
 
Not all sect ions of each knowledge area will  be tested on the 
examinat ion.  However, candidates are responsible for  all sect ions of 
each of the knowledge areas.  The specific content  of the exam wil l be 
drawn at  random from th is in format ion. 

 
 
Exam inat i on  Form at  
 

The Nevada State Board of Architectu re, In terior  Design and Resident ial 
Design has developed the format and content  areas of the Nevada 
Supplemental Examinat ion. 
 
The examination is an open-book , mult iple-choice examinat ion with 
approximately 29 quest ions.  Candidates have a total of 75 minu tes to 
complete the ent ire exam. 

 

http://www.nsbaidrd.state.nv.us/�
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I . Reference Mat er i als 
 

• Chapter 623 of Nevada Revised Statu tes – 2006 
• Nevada Board of Architectu re, In ter ior  Design and Resident ial 

Design – Ru les and Regu lat ions as of August 2006 
• 2006 International Bu ilding Code 
• Gypsum Associat ion Fire Resistance Design Manual, Gypsum 

Systems, 18th Edit ion 
• ANSI A117.1 – 2003  
• ASCE/ SEI: Min imum Design Loads for  Bu ildings and Other 

Structu res – 2005 
• Bu ilding Construct ion Il lustrated, Francis D.K. Ching, 1975 
• Architectu ral Graphic Standards, Ramsey/ Sleeper, Tenth 

Edit ion 
 
All reference mater ials l isted above are permit ted in  the 
examinat ion.  Candidates are permit ted to br ing a calcu lator  
(without programmable memory) and #2 pencils.  No other 
mater ial wil l  be allowed. 

 
 
Exam inat i on  Cont en t  
 

The Nevada Supplemental Examinat ion measures the following 
knowledge areas: 
 
• In ter ior  Designers’ Scope of Pract ice Regarding Wall Part it ions 
• Wall Part it ion Construct ion Mater ials 
• Wall Part it ion Connections 
• Structu ral Calcu lat ions for  Lateral Loads 
• Exit ing Issues Relat ing to Wall Part it ions 
• 20-Minu te Fire-Rated Door Assemblies 
• Collaboration 
• Accessibil ity Standards 

 
 
Knowledge Areas 
 

The performance cr iter ia used to develop the exam quest ions, with a 
complete descr ipt ion of the object ive of each cr iter ia and reference 
mater ial u t i lized to document the questions, is provided in  the following 
sect ions for  each of the eight  knowledge areas. 
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I . In t er ior  Designers’  Scope of Pract i ce Regarding 

Wal l  Par t i t i ons 

Object i ve 
 

To test  the candidate’s knowledge to recognize condit ions which 
are beyond the scope of pract ice of the registered in ter ior  
designer, such as fire-rated assemblies and vert ical loads on 
part it ions. 

 
1. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize a fire-rated assembly in  an 

exist ing bu ilding. 
 
2. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize l imitat ions when confronted 

with an exist ing fire-rated assembly.  For example, a 
registered in ter ior  designer cannot penetrate a fire-rated 
assembly with windows, doors with a rat ing in  excess of 20 
minutes, ducts, mail drops or boxes, recessed or semi-
recessed fixtu res. 

 
3. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize, in  new construct ion, when a 

design of in terior  space requ ires a rated assembly due to: 
 

a. Occupant load 
b. Allowable area 
c. Occupancy type 
d. Spr ink lers 
e. Exit ing 
f. Type of construct ion 
g. Separated versus non-separated use designat ion 

 
4. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize when a part it ion is a 

structu ral load-bear ing part it ion. 
 
5. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize when a part it ion is 

support ing a ceiling. 
 
6. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize when a new or exist ing 

part it ion is being requ ired to support  a load.  For example, 
support ing lateral fi les, overhead cabinets, etc. from a new or 
exist ing part it ion. 

 
7. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize when a guard or handrail is 

requ ired. 
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Reference Mat er ial  
 

• Chapter 623 of Nevada Revised Statu tes 2006 
• Ru les and Regu lat ions as of August  2006 
• 2006 International Bu ilding Code 
• Architectu ral Graphic Standards, Ramsey/ Sleeper, Tenth 

Edit ion 
 
 

I I . Wal l  Par t i t i on  Const ruct ion  Mat er i als 

Object i ve 
 

To test  the candidate’s knowledge of the design of part it ions, 
relat ive to wall assemblies, in  certain types of bu ildings and 
occupancies. 

 
1. Demonstrate abili ty to identify and detail part it ion mater ials, 

including glazing systems used in var ious types of non-rated, 
non-load bear ing walls. 

 
2. Demonstrate abili ty to identify standard graphic convent ions 

used to descr ibe materials used in  non-rated, non-load 
bear ing part it ions. 

 
3. Demonstrate abili ty to identify what fire protect ion 

requ irements are incorporated in to rated and non-rated 
part it ion systems. 

 
4. Demonstrate abili ty to identify var ious types of gypsum board 

products incorporated in to part it ion systems. 
 
5. Demonstrate abili ty to identify back ing methods u t il ized to 

support  wall accessor ies. 

Reference Mat er ial  
 

• 2006 International Bu ilding Code 
• Gypsum Associat ion Fire Resistance Design Manual, Gypsum 

Systems, 18th edit ion 
• Bu ilding Construct ion Il lustrated, Francis D.K. Ching, 1975 
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I I I . Wal l  Par t i t i on  Connect ions 

Object i ve 
 

To test  the candidate’s knowledge of wall part it ion connect ions. 
 

1. Demonstrate abili ty to detail the following floor condit ions: 
a. Floor to ceil ing wood or metal stud part it ion to slab on 

grade. 
b. Floor to ceil ing wood or metal stud part it ion to concrete slab 

above grade. 
c. Floor to ceil ing wood or metal stud part it ion to wood floor. 
d. Wood or metal stud free-standing part it ion to slab on 

grade. 
 

2. Demonstrate abili ty to detail the following ceil ing connect ions: 
a. Wood or metal stud to suspended gypsum board ceil ing. 
b. Wood or metal stud to suspended lay-in  ceiling. 
c. Wood stud part it ion to open wood structu re. 
d. Metal stud part it ion to metal deck . 
e. Continu ity and terminat ion – ceil ing connections. 

 
3. Demonstrate abili ty to detail the following wall connections: 

a. Wood or metal stud part it ion to wood or metal stud wall. 

Reference Mat er ial  
 

• 2006 International Bu ilding Code 
• Gypsum Associat ion Fire Resistance Design Manual, Gypsum 

Systems, 18th edit ion 
• Bu ilding Construct ion Il lustrated, Francis D.K. Ching, 1975 
• Architectu ral Graphic Standards, Ramsey/ Sleeper, Tenth 

Edit ion 
 
 

IV. St ruct ural  Calculat i ons for  Lat eral  Loads 

Object i ve 
 
To test  the candidate’s abil i ty to demonstrate familiar ity with 
codes and calcu lat ions related to appropriate lateral loads. 
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1. Demonstrate abili ty to identify glazing mater ial types, support  
and framing requ irements for : 
a. Flat  glass 
b. Glass block 

 
2. Demonstrate abili ty to identify veneer support  and installat ion 

requ irements. 
 

3. Demonstrate abili ty to determine requ ired structu ral 
propert ies based on Internat ional Bu ilding Code and 
manu factu rers’ data. 

 
4. Demonstrate abili ty to identify loads and perform simple 

calcu lat ions to establish structu ral components for  design. 
 

5. Demonstrate abili ty to review and ver ify compliance with l ive 
load, dead load, wind and seismic requ irements. 

Reference Mat er ial  
 

• 2006 International Bu ilding Code 
• ASCE/ SEI: Min imum Design Loads for  Bu ildings and Other 

Structu res – 2005 
 
 

V. Exi t i ng Issues Relat ing t o Wal l  Par t i t i ons 

Object i ve 
 

To test  the candidates’ knowledge of requ irements for  exit ing. 
 

1. Demonstrate work ing knowledge of In ternational Bu ilding 
Code requ irements for calcu lat ing occupancy loads.  

 
2. Demonstrate work ing knowledge of In ternational Bu ilding 

Code requ irements to calcu late number and separat ion of 
exits. 

 
3. Demonstrate knowledge of exit ing requ irements in  mu lt iple 

use bu ildings. 
 

4. Demonstrate understanding of situat ions where exit ing widths 
might  be compromised and rendered non-compliant  with 
bu ilding codes. 
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Reference Mat er ial  
 

• 2006 International Bu ilding Code 
 
 

VI . 20-Minut e Fi re-Rat ed Door  Assem bl i es 

Object i ve 
 

To test  the candidate’s abil i ty to design a 20-minute fire-rated 
door assembly and to recognize other rated assemblies. 

 
1. Demonstrate abili ty to design a 20-minu te fire-rated assembly 

with regard to the following: 
a. Factory applied labels 
b. Field modificat ions 
c. Components of a fire-rated assembly 
d. Glazing 
e. Spr ink lered/ non-spr ink lered 
f. General 

Reference Mat er ial  
 

• 2006 International Bu ilding Code 
 
 

VI I . Col laborat ion  

Object i ve 
 

To test  the candidate’s abil i ty to evaluate a project ’s scope and to 
recognize the necessity to collaborate with one or two other 
professionals, or  to determine that  an architect  is requ ired when 
more than two other professional disciplines are necessary.  To 
test  the candidate’s knowledge to know the scope of pract ice as a 
registered in ter ior  designer in  Nevada. 

 
1. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize the necessity to collaborate 

with a mechanical engineer. 
 

2. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize the necessity to collaborate 
with an electr ical engineer. 
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3. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize the necessity to collaborate 
with a structu ral engineer. 

 
4. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize the necessity to collaborate 

with an architect . 
 

5. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize the necessity for  architect  as 
lead professional where more than two other disciplines are 
requ ired. 

Reference Mat er ial  
 

• Chapter 623 of Nevada Revised Statu tes 2006 
• Ru les and Regu lat ions as of August  2006 

 
 

VI I I . Accessibi l i t y  St andards 

Object i ve 
 

To test  the candidate’s abil i ty to recognize and apply both federal 
and local accessibil i ty standards to h is/ her projects. 

 
1. Demonstrate abili ty to recognize when and where a bu ilding is 

requ ired to be accessible. 
 

2. Demonstrate abili ty to identify what elements are requ ired to 
be accessible. 

 
3. Demonstrate abili ty to specify and design complying accessible 

facil i t ies in  accordance with adopted standards. 

Reference Mat er ial  
 

• 2006 International Bu ilding Code 
• ANSI A117.1-2003 
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